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4 College Career &
Life Readiness




The Future of the U.S. Workforce

The Limited Career Prospects for High School Graduates
without additional Education and Training

Finding #1: The U.S. workforce will require more education and
skills in the near future

Finding #2: Low skKills jobs provide few opportunities for
advancement or security

Finding #2: The skills mismatch is real

Finding #4: There are many pathways to middle and high skill
jobs, but education and training be3yond high school is the
common denominator




The Future of the U.S. Workforce

The Limited Career Prospects for High School Graduates
without additional Education and Training

The employment picture is bleak for individuals who do not continue their
education beyond high school — and even more bleak for those who do not earn
a high school diploma

Workers with only a high school education face not only more limited job
prospects but also lower wages, lower prestige and more limited career
advancement pathways.

If individuals want to have a foothold in the middle class, then they will need to
pursue additional education and training to access middle and high skills jobs.

It is clear that a K—12 education that prepares graduates for entry — without
remediation — into postsecondary pathways gives them the best foundation
from which to make choices about their careers — choices that are predicated
on more options and more doors being open rather than shut for lack of
adequate academic preparation.




The Future of Jobs and Training

= Theme 2: Learners must cultivate 21st-century
skills, capabilities and attributes

= Tough-to-teach intangible skills, capabilities and
attributes such as emotional intelligence, curiosity,
creativity, adaptability, resilience and critical
thinking will be most highly valued
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L 0 ST Automation will bring big shifts to the
world of work, as Al and robotics
change or replace some jobs, while

others are created. Millions of people
worldwide may need to switch
occupations and upgrade skills.

Workforce transitions our scenarios for automation and labor demand highlight challenges for workers
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ECONOMIC GROWTH SKILLS UPGRADE FLUID LABOR MARKET TRANSITION SUPPORT

Ensuring robust demand Upgrading workforce skills, The shifting occupational mix Adapting income and transition
growth and economic especially retraining midcareer will require more fluid labor support to help workers and
dynamism; economies that are workers, as people work more markets, greater mobility, and enable those displaced to

not expanding don’t create jobs with machines better job matching find new employment
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What is College and Career Readiness

By 2020 65% of all jobs and 92% of STEM Jobs will require
postsecondary education and training. College and career ready
graduates should be able to succeed in entry-level postsecondary
courses without remediation.

= Mastery of rigorous knowledge and skills in core academic
disciplines

The skills and dispositions necessary to be successful in
charting their postsecondary path

Successfully participated in postsecondary opportunities




Are They Really Ready to Work?

Partnership for 21st Century Learning

Top Five Most Important Skills

= Professionalism
= Teamwork
= Oral Communication
Ethics & Social Responsibility

Reading Comprehension




"The 4C’s—"Super Skills for the 21st Century

Partnership for 21st Century Learning
Communication— Sharing thoughts, questions, ideas,
and solutions

Collaboration— Working together to reach a goal —
putting talent, expertise, and smarts to work

Critical Thinking— Looking at problems in a new way,
linking learning across subjects & disciplines

Creativity— Trying new approaches to get things done

equals innovation & invention




Career and Technical Education (CTE)

Programs for Woodland Students




College Level Remediation Rates
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Post Secondary Enrollment

Woodland Woodland Woodland
All College Going WA Public 2yr WA Public 4 yr
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SPRING 2017

" WHS CLASS OF
2015 POST
GRADUATE

SURVEY




Which programs/schools have you attended since you left Woodland
High School? (check all that apply)

27 responses

Enrolled in traini... —0 (0%)

Enrolled in two-...

Enrolled in four-...

Enlisted in Military 1(3.7%)

None of the above

5 (18.5%)

12 (44.4%)

14 (51.9%)




What employment have you had after you graduated from high school?
(check all that apply):

28 responses

Work Full-time

Work Part Time

Have not worke...

Volunteer

Military

2 (7.1%)

7 (25%)

13 (46.4%)

19 (67.9%)




How would you classify your ethnicity:

27 responses

@ White
@ Hispanic
African American

@® Asian
@ Mixed Race
@ Other




How satisfied are you with your high school experience?

28 responses

@ Very Satisfied

@ Somewhat Satisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied

@ Very Dissatisfied




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Satisfaction with HS)

20 responses

There were some really well-rounded teachers who cared for students, however there were a few who had their own
agenda and if students didn't adhere, they seemed to penalize them.

| felt | was well prepared for college

Generally did well in English and US History classes

| was very lucky to have enjoyed my High School experience. The staff and my class are amazing people.
Could have been better. More classes geared to life interests.

small school feel, friends around, K-12 same school & same friends

Friends & activities

Liked the small school. | felt connected and was involved.

Likes american high shchol system. If you do your work, your'e prepared.

Personal issues




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Satisfaction with HS)

20 responses

fun time is high school.

| had a very good high school experience for the most part. It was very influencial and gave me a good start to my
college career.

It was everything it should have been.

| liked baseball and Mr. Shoup.

Good education, good friends & sports.

| liked the teachers, but not so much the environment/some of the students.

The teachers were great.

| enjoyed high school overall. There were ceratinkly downsides occasionally but for the most part it was fun.
There was a lot of bullying.

| had a really strong and supportive network of teachers. | liked how most of my classes were small so | could get
one-on-one help if needed. | liked how | knew my peers pretty well and could talk to them about our classes. |

personally disliked how sports-oriented the school was and | felt that it was over the top. However, a lot of people
really like that about the school.




Knowing what you do now, what would you change, if anything about
your high school experience if you could (check any that apply?)

22 responses

| would have stu... 10 (45.5%)

| would have be...

| would have tak... 7 (31.8%)

| would have be...

| would have be... 11 (50%)

12




Can you elaborate on your answer? (change about HS experience)

20 responses

My experiences were good for me.
| was a;ready active and in Running Start.

| was never very involved in extracurricular activies. Sometimes | think that if | had, | would have gotten a "taste" of
more things, so to speak.

| was satisfied with all of it.

| enjoyed baseball and cross country.

Iwas failing 9th-11th, but in 12th my GPA was a 3.9

| would have taken AP classes.

| would have gone to Running Start, been a better student and learned how to learn.

| am content with the way | spent my time in high school.

| was really involved in extracurricular activities.

| got decent grades in high school but | ended up failing the last semester of Advanced Algebra before | went to

college. | believe | also did poorly in chemistry. | wish | would have asked for more help from teachers and worked
harder in those subjects. It would have probably helped my math skills in college.




Can you elaborate on your answer? (change about HS experience)

20 responses

When | was in high school i did running Start, thinking | knew what | wanted to do. When | got to college and li had
to take to get the degree, | decided | didn't want to do that anymore because | knew | wouldn't get through the
classes. | wouldn't take Running Start again because as a junior in high school | really didn't know what | wanted my
major to be. | wish | woulds have done the junior research project, so | would have know what kind of schooling |
needed.

Really good experience, and | wouldn't change it.

None apply to me

| took a lot of AP classes and paid for them and now that | changed my career path they are just used as electives.

| would have taken more AP classes and been more social.
Sports

Would have done Running Start

4.0 in college-maybe because I'm paying and more responsible.
More prep for the SAT

My experiences were good for me.




| wish | had taken (check any that apply):

25 responses

More math/high... 6 (24%)

More courses to... 8 (32%)

More science/hi... 6 (24%)

More courses th... 6 (24%)

More courses th...




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Wish | had taken)

16 responses

Specific Marketing/business classes.
Math helped with the critical thinking.

| am now a English Creative Writing major. | never really thought about becoming an English major in high school. |
wish | could have taken more writing classes to have found my love of writing sooner.

I think everyone should take Algebra. | absolutelty wishl had specific job training and taken physics.
| did take AP Calculus and did well in college English.

| wish there was more computer/IT classes.

| was happy with the courses.

Critical thinking is arguably more important than any other subject. It is easy to look up how to do something on the
internet but to be able to apply it and think about things is much more valuable than a single skill set.

| ould have like to see more classes on life skills that dealt with taxes, changing tires etc.

I wish | would have taken physics specifically in high school because | took an astronomy class in college and the
physics was hard to understand. | am majoring in psychology in college and have had to take classes on critical
thinking and scientific analysis of data. maybe if i had taken classes like that in high school | would have been more
familiar with the concept.



Can you elaborate on your answer? (Wish | had taken)

16 responses

Woodland taught MLA format only, but all my classes in college require APA format.
| was working towards a different career when | was in High School.

More anatomy

Any course in computer science-or more difficult ones.

| wasn't prepared for how in-depth writing is-what it it involves.

Some AP classes to feel challenged.




Were there any classes or programs not offered at WHS, that you would
have like to have participated in? Please be
specific:

23 responses
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The requirements for graduating high school, including courses and
state tests | had to pass were:

24 responses

@ Very Easy
@ Easy
Challenging

@ Very Challenging




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Requirements)

16 responses

State tests were challenging.

| felt prepared.

Somewhat challenging

Stressful while taking

| needed to pay attention and study

I had to work hard in every class | had in high school. Some subjects came easier than others, but they still
challenged me in some way.

WHS did prepare me for the tests.

WHS test were fine. The state tests were tough.
Some were easy, some were challenging.
Except for presentations.

Except for Math.

| didn't have too much trouble meeting all the criteria for graduation.




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Requirements)

16 responses

Definitely required studying
Didn't challenge me.
Some things were unnecessary-senior project.

The senior project wasn't easy and not necessary unless going to college.




High School prepared me for my current and future plans:

26 responses




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Preparation)

20 responses

The teachers that helped me the most were Mrs. Conditt & Mrs. Saari

Did not show me what | needed to know for life.

Interestingly enough, | never considered being an English major in high school. However, WHS prepared me very
well. | took Honors English classes my first three years and took AP English my Senior year. | even received 4
college credits from that class. It put me on the right path for my major and | am very grateful.

WHS mostly prepared me for my future plans. There were key teachers that taught beyond curriculum.

| want to go into nursing. It was a big change from high school to college.

Teachers helped, especially Mrs. Miller.

| got some skills, but as a business major | could have used more.

I needed more public speaking, study habits; not just how to pass a test.

I needed more skills such as how to budget, taxes how to fix a flat etc.

I'm a server who wants to go into HR. | would have liked to have more career exploration. | did like the Student Store
and Marketing.

High school taught me study skills and time management kills that prepared me for college.




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Preparation)

20 responses

Not to be rude, but | think the classes | took just got me through high school. They didn't teach me anything about
the life after school. The classes just teach science, math, history and English(how to write a paper) and some
Spanish.l hung out in Mrs. Ruff's class that taught about checks and taxes and thought that was more beneficial
than the other classes. | thought that classes should have been required.

It helped to build character, discipline, experience helped develop life skills.

It helped, but was undecided about career selection

Taking AP classes prepared me, but if | didn't | wouldn't have benefited as much.
| had a baby. Nothing prepared me for that.

yes for college
no for future plans-basics i.e. insurance, check writing, loans, budgets etc.

Need info on paying bills, getting loans etc.
I'm getting a general degree right now, but not sure what | will do.

Hard to say since | went to Running Start.




Check all that you believe Woodland High School did a good job on:

28 responses

Helping me dev... 22 (78.6%)

Ensuring | took t... 21 (75%)
Ensuring | had t... 23 (82.1%)
Helping me acc... 13 (46.4%)
Teaching me go... 20 (71.4%)

Ensuring that m... 16 (57.1%)

Teaching basicf... 4 (14.3%)
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Can you elaborate on your answer? (WHS Did Well)

22 responses

| didn't know my career path. | learned how to write a resume but | didn't learn about credit, loans, budgets etc.
Could use more on budgets

WHS really pushed me to think beyond high school. | sometimes thought they pushed a little to hard considering we
were still in high school. But in the end, the classes and teachers helped preapre me for my college experience.

| wanted more hands on classes. WHS did a good job is you were going to college. There needed to be more day-to-
day living activities/real life situations.

Staff tried to teach me good study habits.

No. 2-1 changed career paths. No. 6-some of my school work connected to after high school goals. No. 7-There was
no help with teaching basic financial skills.

No 4. | didn't take advantage of the resources. | really could have used more life skills i.e. taxes, budget, loans,
cooking & auto. We also need more one-on-one with counselors.

Really needed life skills.
The last one didn't exist at WHS.

FBLA was a huge help.




Can you elaborate on your answer? (WHS Did Well)

22 responses

Only 1 class specifically addressed study habits, the rest just threw assignments at you and expected you to get
them done. Unless enrolled in specifically addressed financial skills, there was no guidance.

More oral presentations and writing feedback would have helped. Hard to apply to specific career, but good job in
College prep and unless enrolled in the "financial aid" class, there was no emphasis on financial skills.

Career Path online was terrible, not a good investment of time.
| had a hard time finding help through the counseling at WHS.
Helped for college.

I wish we did more life skills. | can't remember doing any of that i.e. financial skills, budget etc. | think people should
learn to write checks.

Need to encourage applying for outside scholarships, not just local. Advisory was good for planning.

there was more focus on universities not Community colleges or a back up plan. | would have liked more info on
resumes writing and job interviews. | think Life Skills should be required for seniors.

Life Skills class should be required.

Definitely no. 4




While in high school, which of these did you rely on for the most
guidance to help you identify and achieve your goals after high school?

28 responses

Family 19 (67.9%)

Teachers 11 (39.3%)

Friends 6 (21.4%)

Guidance couns... 8 (28.6%)

None of these 3 (10.7%)
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Can you elaborate on your answer? (Guidance)

12 responses

Guidance counsleors came in a close second, w/Mr. Kotchis being very helpful my senior year.
Ms. Conditt, Ms. Thorson, and Mr. Kochis were particularly helpful.
Mr. Kochis and Mrs. Sturdivan in particular

I really just figured it all out myself because nobody was there to help me. | just knew | needed to go to college, and
that's why | started out at a Community College.

2 teachers- Blackwelder and Nelson
Hadn't identified future goals and getting married within a month.

I'm the kind of person to go to my friends and family for advice when it comes to my goals. However, | know the
teachers would have been there to help if | had asked.

Also coaches.
Mr. Lindsay
phone call was cut off.

AND mRS. miILLER.




Was online access to learning resources at home an important part of
your educational experience:

26 responses

Very Important 8 (30.8%)

Somewhat Impo... 11 (42.3%)

Created Difficulti...

Not Relevant 4 (15.4%)

Very easy 1(3.8%)
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Can you elaborate on your answer? (Online Access)

8 responses

Rarely did teachers use online resources.

| was more comfortable working at school because teacher were available.

| didn't find the internet as important to have in High School as | do now in College.
for English classes

If | used it.

| think the online resources we were required to take part in only confused me. It made me even less certain of what
| wanted to do when | got to college and beyond.

| didn't have internet at home.

It was helpful to access my grades.




| found the transition from high school to my current position to be:

27 responses

@ Very Easy
@ Somewhat Easy
Somewhat Challenging

m @ Very Challenging




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Transition from HS)

11 responses

Becoming an adult in general is difficult.
It was challenging to make the adjustment to being accountable.
Transition is never easy but | felt prepared.

Didn't feel school prepared students for world that they graduate into. | met the bare minimum of state
requirements.

It was certainly different and that made it challenging. However, the school that | attend now has class sizes similar
to WHS. The professors are great resources and really want to see students succeed--also similar to WHS. This
made it a lot easier of a transition.

| didn't have the life skills needed.

| went to LCC and no attending Concordia.

| wasn't ready for the difficulty and responsibility of deadlines. | didn't have the life skills to live on my own.

Life stuff was difficult such as budgets, loans etc.

| didn't have the adult skills | needed. | would like to see more mock interviews.

Study skills, time management etc.




FOR STUDENTS NOT ENROLLED IN COLLEGE POST-HIGH SCHOOL
Considerations in my decision not to enroll in college after graduation.
(Check all that apply)

7 responses

Wanted to take t... 3 (42.9%)
Cost was more t... 3 (42.9%)

More interested... 5(71.4%)

Not sure lwasrr... 1(14.3%)

Didn't like high s...
Didn't have cour... 1(14.3%)

Didn't complete... 1(14.3%)




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Why not college?)

5 responses

Baby
| had a great job offer.
Wasn't interested in going to college

| wasn't sure what | wanted to do. | do want to go to college and maybe play sports, so | can't wait too long.

| wanted to earn some money before going to college.




How would you respond to the following list regarding your employment
situation if you DID NOT enroll in college/training program after high
school?

9 responses

@ Found a good job

@ Found an adequate job
Found less than adequate job

@ Found no job/didn't look




Can you elaborate on your answer? (employment)

2 responses

| didn't have a any pressure to work. | ended up quitting.

| had to stop going to college to work so | could live, but | plan on returning to Clark College.




Were you required to take any non-credit developmental/remedial
course because the college determined you weren't ready for college-
level work in a particular subject?

16 responses




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Remedial)

5 responses

Math and English because of placement tests. English 98 was harder than 101(due to profs.)

| had 2 terms of high school level Math and Eng. It was difficult becuase it made me feel like | wasn't really in
college.

In Math | didn't place in college level Math so | took it at the high school. (Running Start)
extra Math. | didn't pass the class in high school.

| had to take one pre-college math course because | did not pass advanced algebra and did not test into college
level math initially.




How did you generally pay for college/vocational training (if applicable)

18 responses

Did not take out... 4 (22.2%)

Took out loans(f... 5 (27.8%)

loans only (fede... 3(16.7%)

Work only or pai... 7 (38.9%)

Scholarships 10 (55.6%)

Grants 7 (38.9%)

8




Can you elaborate on your answer? (Pay for College)

3 responses

My first year was paid for but now | have to take out loans.

| also work part time. I'm in ITS.

My parents are able to pay for my school. | work part-time to afford my books and supplies as well as living
expenses.




Any additional comments

14 responses

Maybe too much stress about senior project.

Loved my experience.

| had a good high school experience.

Overall | enjoyed high school. It was beneficial in preparing me for college and life.
Good staff. Nice and knowledgeable.

| felt good about the last class to graduate from the old high school. | hope kids have the same good experience in
the high school.

| thought WHS was a good school. i only went there my senior year. The staff was very helpful.

After high school | changed my mind about what | wanted to do so it was difficult to answer some of the questions.




Any additional comments

14 responses

If | would have had 24 credits, | would have felt graduation was impossible because there would have been no room
for error. | would have given up.

John Studivan was the best interviewer.

WHS tends to focus a lot on sports. Example: why not have signing for students being accepted into college, not
just the athletes?

Skill Center was a huge help. It gave me kills for my current job. | want to return to Clark and finish my AA, then work
my way up in llaini managing restaurants and events.

There is definitely room for improvement for WHS. The foreign language programs do not exist essentially. Some
teachers were obviously out of their area of study. Could use a boost in vocational classes whether it's shop,
woodworking, or others. Newer curriculum everywhere would definitely be a boost. Many teachers truly cared about
the students and were a great resource for nearly anything. STEM classes were decently well done. WHS created a
welcoming environment for many but passion and interest drops over time for both certain groups of students and
teachers. It would be great to find a way to keep key teachers engaged to help keep students engaged.

| took an AP history class my junior year and it was difficult to get college credit for taking the class. | wish it would
be a little easier to gain credit for AP courses once | got into college.

Also, it was hard to take the activities we did in homeroom seriously. | know they were designed to help us figure
out what to do after high school but they weren't very effective in my opinion. | wish the teacher would have just
explained all that stuff to us instead of giving us little worksheets.




Senior Exit Survey Results 2012-2017




What areas to you plan to pursue after
High School

Working F/T
Military

4 yr College
2 yr College
Voc/Tech
Other




v

Were school counselors and teachers helpful in
the selection of a path to follow after High School?

70% 70% 69% 70% 78% 84%
30% 30% 31% 30% 22% 16%




v

Were you encouraged by school staff to furtyher
your education at college/Voc. School/Military?

86% 90% 82% 82% 87% 88%
14% 10% 18% 18% 13% 12%




v

Were enough elective classes offered for you to
explore different career opportunities?

76% 79% 72% 70% 72% 72%
24% 21% 28% 30% 28% 28%




Do you feel fully prepared for the transition to
college or the workplace?

87% 87% 80% 79% 70% 67%
13% 13% 20% 21% 30% 33%




